Choro de Estamira 

Soprano and ensemble 



Bb Bass Clarinet 

Mandolin 

Acoustic Guitar 

Percussion (1 percussionista) 

• 2 cymbals (16, 20 inch.) 

• 2 wood-blocks 

• 2 bongô drums 

• 2 atabaques (afrobrazilian conga drums) - the composer ensure this possibility 
Soprano 

Violin * 

Viola * 

Violoncello * 

Double Bass * 

* with the use ofvoice (speaking, whispering and 'singing') 



"Choro de Estamira" was composed as a kind of response to the movie "Estamira", by Marcos Prado. 

"'Estamira' tells the story of a 63 year-old woman who suffers from schizophrenia. Estamira has 
lived and worked for the past 20 years at the waste disposal site of Jardim Gramacho in Rio de 
Janeiro. With a poetic, philosophical and eloquent discourse, Estamira lives for the mission that was 
set upon her: to reveal and to reclaim the truth." (From the official synopsis of the film) 

The musical piece, in turn, is a tentative to suggest Estamira, her speech, ideas and her mind. The 
suggestion is made through extrapolation of two materiais, one from music and another from 
sociology metaphorical thoughts: a) one choro by Jacob do Bandolim, called "Tatibitate" (stutter 
talking); b] the stuttering, itself, in an allusion to the suffered Estamira's life as a metaphor of the 
third world general situation. 

Thus, the piece deal with stuttering situations (in the universe of sounds or not), with regards to 
processes involving repetition (and variation] in a extreme way, adulterating the choro style and 
the Jacob do Bandolim composition, the principal source of musical material to the piece "Choro de 
Estamira". 
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